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THE 1959 FOOD MOVEMENT AND

THE GOVERNMENT'S REACTION
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E-mail : nilendu.sengupta@basirhatcollege.org

In an exclusive interview with me, the
eminent communist leader Sri Jyoti Basu termed
the fifties of the 20th century as the decade of
movements and as the most important and
historic movement we must mention is the Food
Movement of 1959 [1]. Historians like Prof.
Suranjan Das and Prof. Premansu Kumar
Bandyopadhyay in their jointly edited volume,
'Food Movement of 1959: Documenting a
Turning Point in the History of West Bengal’
have rightly spoken of this movement as a
turning point in the history of West Bengal.
Since it was a basically political movement, a
political controversy of considerable depth has
always sage around this movement. For example
the eminent congress leader and minister of food
Sri Prafulla Chandra Sen called this movement
a politically motivated one [2]. Leftist and
opposition leaders, on the other hand, have
pictured it as significant and momentous
movement. Historian E.H. Carr in his 'What is
History' has rightly opined that as students of
history the goal of our research is to find cause
of events. Keeping this in view we have analysed
the causes the background that potentially led
to this movement and our aim is to analyse
objectively the views expressed by the
Government and opposition camps respectively,
basing our findings on hard fact.

I am to point out, at the beginning the
politico-economic background of the movement
under discussion. First of all I have to point to
the post-partition influx of refugees from across
the border. Most of the jute mills are situated

in West Bengal whereas the fertile lands where
jute was traditionally cultivated fell mostly in
East Pakistan. This compelled farmers to
cultivate jute in the land where previously only
paddy and other food crops were produced.
This inevitably led to less area being available
for food production and consequently a fall in
food production in West Bengal. This cause,
according to the ruling party was responsible
for food crisis. As a student of history with an
objective outlook we cannot but take due note
of this opinion.

The large-scale influx of refugees again
created a population explosion and demand for
food went up considerably which aggravated
crisis further.

Let us look at the price index of rice. From
statistics prepared by the West Bengal state
statistical Bureau which took 100 as the basic
point in 1950, the price of rice was 140 in
1957, 146 in 1958 and by some artificial and
temporary measures came down to 132 in 1959.
This downward trend was, however, short lived
and rose to 145 in 1960. In the year of the
movement this fall was due to the pressure of
the movement, at revamped rationing system
and central aid. But in the absence of in-depth
realisation of the nature of this crisis on the
Government's part, no lasting solution was
effected Ref [3], By February 1959 rice was
sold between Rs. 28 and Rs. 30 per maund in
Kolkata, Howrah, Murshidabad, Hooghly, 24
Parganas and Midnapur [4]. Black marketeering
had become the order of the day. On 9th
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February the West Bengal Government admitted
in a press note the 'unsatisfactory' supply of
rice in the open market [5].

The Government also held the drought and
scanty rainfall responsible for food crisis. But
the statistics of the ISI showed that in the chief
centres of paddy production like Burdwan,
Hooghly and Midnapore, rainfall was normal.
On the other hand, in the drought prone districts
like Purulia, Bankura, and Birbhum rainfall was
scanty. So the Government's claim cannot be
accepted as realistic [6].

Actually a faulty distribution system and
lack of central aid were chiefly responsible for
the food crisis. The central aid in food was
insufficient since the state Government could
not place the true picture of the food situation
before the centre. So the inefficiency and lack
of far sight on the state Government's Part seem
to be at the root of the food crisis [7].

The state government and the Congress
party, according to the central leadership of the
Congress and the central cabinet could not
present its views to the public and so could
not successfully tackle the movement. So it took
to repressive measures in putting down the
widespread unrest. This, ironically, helped to
aggravate the intensity of the movement [8].

The movement started on 11 February 1959
when a mass rally was organised which headed
towards the Assembly and when it was checked
by a police cordon before the southern entry
to the Raj Bhavan. A state wide general strike
and a hartal were observed on 25 June. The
workers also joined in a general strike. The
chief Minister Dr. Roy met a delegation of the
opposition and promised to take measures to
bring down the price of food. He also requested
the opposition members to give a list of such
places were ration-shops should be opened. The
opposition promptly submitted the list. But the
government took no measures [9].

CPI's clear presumption was that direct
state control and intervention in the matter of
supply and distribution of food could be the
only effective guard against the creation of
artificial scarcity. Following measures were
demanded by the CPI:

(1) Fixing the price of paddy and rice by the
government.

(2) Imposition of a compulsory levy of 25%
on the products of the rice mills.

(3) Levy on the jotedars owning 10 acres or
more cultivable land.

(4) Opening of ration shops by the government
in urban industrial and rural area and sale
of food grain at a moderate rate to be fixed
by the government.

(5) Stringent measures against hoarders and
black marketers and seizure of unauthorized
stock of food.

(6) Inter-district movement of food grain to be
regulated through police and custom
officials.

(7) Establishment of an All Party Food Advisory
Committee to monitor procurement and
distribution of food and keep a tab on
hoarders and black marketers.

(8) Adequate provision for relief work and
gratuitous relief for the sick, old and
children. Unfortunately such proposals went
unheeded by public policy planners. [10]

On 17 August more than 200 leaders and
workers of opposition parties including 16
M.L.A's were arrested. Among them were Sri
Niranjan Sen, Sri Jatin Chakraborty, Dr. Ranen
Sen, Sri Benoy Chowdhury etc. Leaders like
Sri Jyoti Basu, Sri Promode Dasgupta, Sri
Hemanta Basu, Sri Harekrishna Konar went
underground and evading arrest started
conducting the movement. The movement
touched its zenith on 31 August. About three
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lakh people, men and women, assembled before
the Shahid Minar demanding the resignation of
the Food Minister Sri Prafulla Chandra Sen, the
change of the Government's policy on food and
supply of food and protesting against the
repressive measures. A mammoth rally was
taken out from this meeting and the rally
proceeded towards the Writers' Building. The
police killed 80 persons with just batons. About
130 were seriously injured and had to be
hospitalised. An all out general strike was
observed on 1 September. News papers like
Basumati and Swadhinata bitterly criticised the
Government." [11]. The minutes of the
Legislative Assembly show that the chief
Minister and the Food Minister termed the
movement as a politically motivated one denying
the existence of shortage or crisis of food. Pro-
Government newspaper like Anandabazar
Patrika, Jugantar, Amrita Bazar Patrika echo the
Government's opinion while holding up a false
and distorted picture of the movement itself.
Facts and documents, however, do not support
the view. The movement started to adjacent
districts like Howrah and 24 Parganas resulting
in death of 27 persons in police firing. An L.B.
file has shown that a food convention was
addressed by Sri Niranjan Sengupta on
26.03.1960 at the Muslim Institute Hall and all
the left parties rejected the food policy of the
Government [12]

The number of people arrested in
connection with the food movement in its three
phases were: [13]

Ist phase (11 Feb. - 19 Aug.) 1,631
2nd phase (20 Aug. - 3 Sept.) 12,601
3rd phase (4 Sept. onwards) 6,253

Total 20,485
The food movement had far reaching
consequences. The movement spread for

Calcutta to the rural areas. Thousands of
peasants, workers, students, middle class

employees, all sections of people converted into
a mass uprising. It built up a rapport between
urban and rural population 75% were peasants.
Besides about 75 lakh workers participated in
the movement. In the general strike only from
the jute mills of Titagar about 30,000 workers
struck work [14].

The mass-base of all the left parties,
especially the Communist Party was extended
and consolidated. The Food Movement could
have failed in realising its immediate objective
of ending the congress rule in West Bengal. But
it left a deep imprint on the popular psyche
and provided the West Bengal politics with a
new direction. This political development had
an instantaneous result in the 1962 elections to
the West Bengal Legislative Assembly. The left
bloc could win 72 of the 252 Assembly seats,
representing a 26% increase of its tally over
the last election [15].

The Refugee organisation influenced by the
communist party took active part in the
movement and the largely refugee inhabited
areas of 24 Parganas, Hooghly and Howrah
leftists built a strong base. Professor Prafulla
Kumar Chakraborty, in his book The Merginal
Men', said that during the food movement,
refugees were the 'striking arms' of the
communists.[16]. The food movement of 1966
reached its culmination through the sacrifice of
life by Nurul Islam of Basirhat who himself was
the epitome of the movement itself. As a result,
the emerging left political unity in electoral
politics in West Bengal reached a turning point
in 1967 general election, which resulted in the
formation of the first non-congress United Front
Government in West Bengal.

Not only did the political change that took
place in West Bengal in subsequent year was
heralded by the food movement of 1959, the
growth of a leftist culture in West Bengal was
only indicated by it.
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ABSTRACT

Domestic violence has become a global
issue. Domestic violence is defined as the
systematic pattern of abusive behaviors in a
relationship that are used to gain and /or
maintain control and power over another person.
(Domestic Abuse project, 2016). It is a social
construction based on a societal consensus
about the rules and rights of men and women.
(Krahe Barbara, 2017). Domestic violence
affects all who are exposed to it, whether
perpetrators, victims and child. Especially during
the period, when India was facing disastrous
impact of corona virus, there was an exponential
rise in the domestic violence against women
causing serious threats to human rights,
including the health rights of women and
children. This systematic review helps to present
an analysis of the adverse physical,
psychological and psychosocial impacts of
domestic violence on children who witness it
using literature review. This study also
summarizes current research to highlight the
adverse gender impact, right now India is
facing. However more research on therapeutic
intervention is required in this direction.

KEY WORDS: - domestic violence, gender,
inequalities, children, lockdown, women,
therapeutic interventions.

INTRODUCTION

Domestic violence includes actual abuse or
the threats of abuse. It is not only a law and
order problem, rather a deep routed socio
cultural problem. It has a far reaching effect
on family life and life of children. Children who
are exposed to domestic violence are considered

to be at a higher risk for problems for their
holistic development. Usually by domestic
violence we understand domestic aggression
towards women and girls. (Sheela Saravanan,
2000), because of gender relations which
assume men to be superior to women and
causes domestic violence against women.
Especially during this period of lockdown, the
traditional gender biased roles of women as
primary care giver puts them at higher risk when
they are sharing same space and periphery with
their perpetrators. This pandemic has caused
an exponential rise in the violence against
women. The present study will examine the
causes and consequences of domestic violence
on social structure and will aim at suggesting
few therapeutic measures keeping in view the
present pandemic situation to sensitize the whole
society.

AIMS OF THE STUDY
The present article aims:

® At studying various non fatal adverse
physical, psychological and psycho social
effects of domestic violence on child.

® At studying the reasons behind an
increasing number of domestic violence
incidents during the time of pandemic.

® At studying different suitable therapeutic
interventions during the period of crisis

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Violence is widespread within the family. This
is a myth that physical violence occurs rarely
in the family. Rather the fact is more often
domestic violence occurs between family
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members than between any others. One of the
myths that are furthest from the actual state of
affairs is what we call the myth of family non
violence, even if it is the little recognized fact
of life. (Steinmetz and Straus, 1973). Gelles
(1974) pointed out that there is a sharp contrast
to the picture of the family as the source of
love, sympathy, understanding, an unlimited
support as well as a source of assaults, violence
and murder. On the contrary to the fact that
family is harmonious and supportive institution,
family displays a varying degree of violent acts
ranging from the punishment of children to
slapping, hitting, throwing objects and
sometimes homicidal assaults by on member of
the family on another. However the semi sacred
nature of the family has always led its members
to believe that physical and emotional conflicts
do not constitute violence. In reality, home is a
place where the women are most vulnerable.
Especially during this present time of pandemic,
women were at grave dangers when they were
locked with their abuser with little or restricted
mobility. From this perspective the above study
is very significant to analyze the present gender
discrimination, inequalities, oppressions and the
adverse impacts of child brought about by deep
routed gender disparities.

METHODOLOGY

The chosen method for this study is
systematic review. Systematic review is the
critical assessment and evaluation of all research
studies that address a particular issue. (As per
the Agency for Healthcare research and Quality
through the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services). This method uses a set of
specific criterion and locates, assembles and
evaluates a body of literature such as books
notes, magazines, articles and results of previous
studies on a particular topic. It is an organized
method. This method uses databases to search
for relevant articles, documents, online

accessible journals and review articles to gather
a broader understanding and depth of knowledge
surrounding the topic covering the following
thematic areas, as :

® Concept of domestic violence and why is
it interlinked with violence against women.

® What are the adverse physical.
Psychological and psychosocial impacts of
domestic violence on child who witness it.

® How and why the causes of domestic
violence have been increased during recent
pandemic situation.

® What are few therapeutic care services that
can be provided to the victims so that she
can feel safe, respected and qualitatively
informed.

THEMATIC AREA 1: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Domestic violence has been defined as “all
actions by the family against one of its members
that threatens the life, body, Psychological
integrity or liberty of the member. (Anthony &
Miller, cited in Adriana Gomez, 1996). Glass
defined domestic violence as “anything that is
experienced as fearful, controlling and
threatening when used by those with power (
invariably men) against those without power. “
(Mainly women and children). (Ravindran,
1991). Kaur, R and Garg, S. (2008) pointed
out that domestic violence is common across
culture, religion, class and ethnicity. Domestic
violence can be described as the power misused
by one adult in a relationship to control another.
This violence can take the form of physical
assault, psychological abuses, social abuse,
financial abuse or sexual assault.

Domestic violence includes not only inter
spousal violence, but also violence perpetrated
by other family members. (Karlekar, 1995).
Therefore, domestic violence is not exclusive
to physical violence only, but includes other
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form of abuse, such as, sexual, social,
psychological, economic and spiritual. (Mouzos
& Makkai, 2004). 6. Within a family, these
expressions of violence take place in a man
woman relationship. Usually by domestic
violence we understand domestic aggression
towards women and girls due to various
reasons. (Sheela Saravanan, 2000).

I. WHY DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IS
INTERLINKED WITH VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN

Generally unequal gender power relations
and discrimination against women and girls are
the root causes of violence against women. (UN
Women, forth coming, UN Women, 2018, our
Watch et. al; 2015). In almost all societies
around the world, men have greater access to
power, status, opportunities and resources than
women and people of other genders. (World
Economic Forum, 2014). Research suggests that
in many countries physical violence is accepted
as a form of discipline for women who do not
fulfill their roles of being obedient, faithful, fertile
and performing household chores. (UN Women,
forthcoming, SPC, 2010, Hassan, 1995,
Jejeebhoy, 1998, Schuler et al; 2011). Gender
biased family level power dynamics and gender
roles in the households agree with the statement
that a women's most important role is to take
care of her home and cook for her family. (Fulu
et. al; 2013, The Asia Founation, 2016). So,
with this highly traditional gender expectation,
when women take on new role, such as paid
employment outside the home, their risk of
experiencing violence from their husband or
partner increases. (The Asia Foundation, 2016;
Gibbs et. al; 2017; Bastagli et. al; 2016; Atkinson
et. al; 2015; Macmillan and Gartner, 1999; Cools
and Kotsadah, 2015). When men holds harmful
notions of masculinity and believe in rigid
gender roles, this increases the risk of violence
against women and girls. Pattern of behavior

associated with harmful models of masculinity
therefore reinforce gender inequality and
facilitate violence against women. (Knight and
Sims- Knight , 2003, The Asia Foundation,
2016).

Adult women account for 51% of all
human trafficking victims detected globally.
Nearly three out of every four trafficked woman
and girls are trafficked for the purpose of sexual
exploitation. At least 200 million women and girls
alive today have undergone female genital
mutilation In 30 countries with representative
data on prevalence (UN Women, 2017). Early
and forced marriage is a prevalent form of
gender based Violence experienced by girls
across world. It is exacerbated by several other
risk factors; including poverty, conflict and
natural disasters. (Royal Commonwealth Society
(RCS) and Plan U.K. 2013).

Several studies argue that in India despite
significant gains in women's independence,
education and employment, women are still
regarded as an economic burden and unmet
dowry demands often lead to violence against
women. (Bradley & Pallikadavath, 2013;
Chowdhury, 2015). Working women's risk of
violence may also be higher in relationships
where the man is unemployed. (Fulu & Heise,
2015).

Domestic violence also includes' Intimate
Partner Violence'. (IPV), which refers to
violence between two people involved in an
intimate relationship, and it exists in all countries,
cultures and societies. (Ellsberg et. al; 2014).
The World Health Organization (2010) defines
IPV as “behavior within an intimate relationship
that causes physical, sexual or psychological
harm, including acts of physical aggression,
sexual coercion, and psychological abuses and
controlling behavior.” Intimate Partner Violence
(IPV) is defined as “an intentional control or
victimization of a person with whom the abuser
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has had or is currently in an intimate, romantic
or spousal relationship.” (Cook & Nash, 2017).
IPV and domestic violence are terms often used
interchangeably. However IPV is a form of
domestic violence that occurs between two
people engaged in a close personal, emotional
or sexual relationship (Smith et. al; 2017).
According to WHO (2017) one in there women
throughout the world will experience physical
and/ or sexual violence by an intimate partner
or sexual violence by a non partner. The
exposure to violence is the reflection of the
structural and institutional inequality that is a
reality for most women in India. (Manjoo
Rashida, 2013).

Therefore the term violence or domestic
violence is often interlinked with gender violence
as it involves use of force or coercion with
intent of perpetuating and promoting hierarchical
gender relations. (Apwld, 1990; Schuler, 1992).
It encompasses many form of violence,
including violence by an intimate partner, rape,
sexual assault and other forms of sexual violence
perpetrated by someone other than a partner,
child sexual abuse, forced prostitution,
trafficking of women as well as harmful
traditional practices such as early forced
marriage, female genital mutilation and honor
killing . (Garcia- Moreno et. al; 2015). Women
status in most of the cases is portrayed as
subordinate and so gender violence is considered
as normal and enjoys social sanction. The
concept of domestic violence is therefore often
added with gender dimension where
manifestation of violence acts is often
perpetrated on women because they are women
and because of the society's concept of women
as a property and dependent of the male
protector. (Coomaraswamy, 1992). The
violence against women and girls has accelerated
with an alarming rate of increase. Therefore,
now it is viewed as a global public health and
clinical problem of epidemic proportions.

(Garcia- Moreno et. al; 2015). So, the home
which is actually our refugee, in reality a place
where women are most vulnerable.

II. PSYCHOLOGICAL, SOCIAL,
BEHAVIORAL AND PHYSICAL IMPACT OF
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ON CHILD

The impact of domestic violence on
children is far reaching. Children's Fund (2006)
suggested that across the world 275 million
children witness domestic violence on average
in a year. The impact of domestic violence on
children who witness these events can be
devastating and puts these children at a greater
risk of being abused themselves. (Chamberlain.
2001). A child witnesses a domestic violence
has unending impacts on his/ her social,
emotional as well as on psychological and
physical development. Research has shown that
before a child is born, this impact can begin
because of the distress the mother of the child
experiences. (Howell, Barnes, Miller & Graham-
Bermann, 2016). Previous studies have shown
that children who are exposed to domestic
violence experience irritability, sleep problem, fear
of being alone, immaturity, poor language
development, poor concentration,
aggressiveness, anti social behavior, anxiety,
depression, low frustration tolerance, problems
eating and being passive or withdrawn. (Mcgee,
2000; Elderson, 1999; Holt, 2015). There are
numerous psychological effects for the children
who witness this domestic abuse. Children are
experiencing delays in cognitive and emotional
development, extreme withdrawal or
aggressiveness, anxiety disorders as well as
internalizing and externalizing behavior problems.
(Antle, Barbee, Yankeelov & Bledsoe, 2010).
Research shows that domestic violence exposure
has been associated with poor child functioning
and problems in psychological functioning as
aggressive and disruptive behavior. It also results
in internalizing problems, like symptoms of
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anxiety and depression. (David, K; Leblanc, M;
& Self Brown, S, 2015). Children with parents
who are perpetrators of violence as well as
severe mental problems can think of suicide.
(Garcia & Schneider, 2017). Several studies
continue to show that children affected by
violence are more likely to experience higher
levels of depression and anxiety, symptoms of
trauma and behavioral and cognitive problems.
(Zerk et. al; 2009).

From psycho social aspects, at preschool
age, children who witness domestic violence
commonly show withdrawn social behavior.
They have heightened anxiety and are more
fearful. (Hornor, 2005). When they reach school
age, the effects of witnessing domestic violence
can have serious impact on their educational
abilities. (Hornor, 2005). According to social
learning theory, children who witness parental
violence, are more likely to experience violence
among themselves and go on to violent acts
towards others. (Temple et. al; 2013). Boys
learn how to become abuser and girls learn
about victimization. (Payne & Gainey, 2009).
According to Lawson, (2001), family violence
is a major social problem for those who are
witnessing violence and those who are physically
abused. The impact of domestic violence on
behavioral symptoms include aggressiveness,
hyper arousal, anti social behavior, fearfulness,
withdrawn behavior, avoidant behavior, inhibited
behaviors and developmental regression in
children who have been exposed to domestic
violence. (Dutton, 2000). Many children who
witness domestic violence struggle in academic
fields. They have difficulties in making friends,
and struggle with the problem of concentration
which is a part of their trauma, while others
are tired because of the stressors of home life.
(Chanmugam & Teasley, 2014). So,
psychosocial outcomes of children who are
exposed to domestic violence have significantly
worse outcomes compared to those who have

not experienced any form of domestic violence.
(Meltzer et. al; 2009). The impact of witnessing
domestic violence can have many developmental
impacts on children and those can start as early
as conception and carry on through adulthood
depending on the severity of the trauma.
(Curran, 2013).

Apart from psychological and social effects,
children who witness domestic abuse often are
physically abused. (Antle et. al; 2010). Children,
who witness domestic violence, are more likely
to suffer from health problems. (Chamberlain,
2001). Chronic stress in young children can
lead to physiological responses that can lead to
stress related symptoms. (Herman- Smith,
2013). The infants who are undergoing
continuous stress are more likely to be highly
sensitive and do not learn self soothing behavior
as they develop. (Herman- Smith, 2013). So,
emotional impacts of children who witness
violence is almost the same as psychological
trauma of children who are victims of violence.
(Vidyavathi, 2015). As per the reports of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, In
homes where violence occurs between partners,
there is 45% to 60% chance of co occurring
child abuse, a rate 15 times higher than the
average. (Blake Griffin Edwards, 2019). This
is because, those women who experience
violence, more than 50 % have children in their
care. Consequently, these cause physical,
emotional and social harm to the children and
young people as low self esteem and emotional
distress. In the school they may be aggressive
towards their friends and school mates. They
may face problems in building positive
relationship with others and can struggle with
going to school and doing school work. They
may feel guilt and develop phobias and insomnia.
They may also show bullying behavior or
become a target of bullying. On the basis of
different literature studies, it can be said that
children who witness domestic violence may
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have difficulty in concentration and focus, which
badly affect their learning. They manifest limited
social skills. They become violent, risky and
delinquent as they grow older. They can feel
isolated from their friends and others and an
exhibit poor trait in making friends as undergo
through social discomfort or confusion. Because
of improper development of brain and impair
growth of cognitive and sensory system,
children exhibit behavioral problems as excessive
irritability, sleep problems, emotional distress,
fear of being alone, toilet training problem and
language development problem. They can suffer
from psychosomatic illness, depression and may
also tend to commit suicide. Immense amount
of physical problems, coupled with emotional
and behavioral state of despair are often exhibited
by a child exposed to domestic violence.
Younger children may have complain of tummy-
aches or can start to wet their beds. They may
suffer from sleep disorders, temper tantrums
and start to behave as if they are much younger
than they are. (Royal College of Psychiatrists,
2017).

Thus any one can understand that domestic
violence results in many nonfatal adverse
physical, emotional and social effects for a child
who witness domestic violence. Koenig, 2006
remarked that witnessing of violence between
parents by a child emerge as a strong predictor
of subsequent domestic violence. Children are
more likely to abuse their partners if they have
grown up watching their mother being abused.
If women are growing up with domestic
violence in their maternal home, they will be
less resistant to it in their own conjugal
relationship after marriage. Various other studies
have shown that sons of violent parents who
have grown up in a family that encourages
traditional patriarchal structure and gender roles
are more likely to abuse their intimate partner.
(Sahoo et. al; 2007). So, domestic violence
causes misery not only to the victims, but also

to their families. Domestic violence is a burden
of society worldwide and is a very bad indicator
for any country's development. Despite this
reality, the development and propagation of
violent behavior is deep routed in our culture
and society. Within a family the members are
socialized to accept hierarchical relationships
expressed in unequal division of labor between
sexes and power. The home which is supposed
to be the most secure place is actually a place
where in most cases women are exposed to
violence. Situation had become worst when in
the recent pandemic; families were forced to
stay at home, which had definitely enhanced
the risk of interpersonal violence.

THEMATIC AREA 2: DOEMSTIC VIOLENCE
DURING COVID-19

The West Bengal commission for Women
had reported an increase in domestic violence
during the ongoing pandemic. 162 cases of
crimes against women had recorded, out of
which 38 complaints included domestic violence.
(Santanu Chowdhury, The Indian Express,
Kolkata, June, 19, 2020). A city based Women's
Rights Organization, Swayam showed a steeper
rise in domestic violence across the state and
received almost 1100 complaints of domestic
violence in April and May from women aged
between 11 and 80 years (Santanu
Chowdhury,The Indian Express, Kolkata, June
19, 2020). The cases included four types of
domestic violence, physical, emotional, sexual
and economical.

Between March 25 and May 31, this 68
days period recorded 1,477 complaints of
domestic violence, more than those received
between March and May in the previous ten
years. (Vignesh Radhakrishnan, Sumant Sen and
Naresh Singaravelu, the Hindu, June 22, 2020).
A Hindustan Times analysis of cases recorded
across the country reveals the fact that whereas
some states have reported a decline in the
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number of domestic violence complaints, others
have reported a spike in the call being received
by the help lines, which indicates that the
incidents of domestic violence during that
lockdown were mainly dependent on the ability
of the victims to make complaints. (Hindustan
Times, Dhamini Ratnam, April 26, 2020). The
National Commission for Women (NCW) had
received 250 domestic violence complaints
between March 25 and April 22. (Hindustan
Times, Dhamini Ratnam, April 26, 2020).
According to the report of Economic Times,
April 20, 2020, the NGO, All India Council of
Human Rights, Liberties and Social Justice
(AICHLS) had claimed an increasing number
of domestic violence incidents since the nation
was put under lockdown and sought an urgent
intervention by the court. The National
Commission for Women had reported a rise of
94% in complaint cases where women had been
abused in their homes during lockdown. (Shalu
Nigam, 14th May, 2020, South Asia Journal).
Globally too, in U.S, UK, France, Spain and
several other western nations reported
continuous large number of cases of domestic
violence. In South Africa alone, the first week
of the lockdown witnessed 90,000 reports of
violence against women. ( Girija Shivakumar,
The Wire, 16th April, 2020).

Ironically, women's role has always been
portrayed as a primary care giver. During this
time of pandemic this role had put them at
higher risk when they were sharing same space
and periphery with their abuser. This pandemic
had forced families to stay at home. In a small
space , families were cooped together which
definitely enhanced the risk of interpersonal
violence. In an intimate relationship, men were
often found to release the tensions or
frustrations of loosing job by turning violent
towards their female counterpart. Given the
lockdown, the victims could not seek for
temporary housing and emotional support from

their friends and families. Living with an abusive
partner in a same place during lockdown also
increased the possibility of physical and sexual
violence on account of refusing sex. During that
crisis, reporting violence might be a challenge
which had made victims more traumatized, thus
making situation worst.

Situation had further become more
dangerous after the opening of liquor shops.
This had definitely raised the revenue of the
government as well as the incidents of domestic
violence as women's movement has always
given evidences that consumption of liquor by
men is proportional to the increase in the
incidents of abuse. Alcohol consumption and
alcoholism often act as a catalyst for domestic
violence. It can cause drunken behavior,
unemployment and a strain on household
finances. (Koenig, 2006). Alcohol abuse or
mental illness, as individual characteristics do
not, on their own cause men to be violent, but
they interact with other factors to increase the
likelihood of man using violence. (UN Women,
2018).

During lockdown home was no more
recognized as a safest place to be. All people
did not have the luxury of the home. Many of
them could not even maintain social distance in
a small room with many people. In a slum,
people wre facing worst conditions of survival
because of paucity of space and other
resources. Obviously such irritation would give
rise to domestic violence. During that lockdown
many were being compelled to walk along with
their children for miles. Many women at the
advance stage of pregnancy were being
compelled to deliver babies on road. Patriarchy
clubbed with gender insensitivity had increased
the rate of domestic violence. Women were at
grave dangers in a situation of restricted mobility
where they were locked with their abuser.
Abusers were getting more advantage of
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unleashing their violence. This pandemic had
brought about the discrimination, inequalities,
oppressions, privileges and patriarchal violence.
During that pandemic, the quality of the women
was being judged by the quality of the domestic
work theywere performing with little or no
contribution from the men. The victims could
not always seek for medical help or
psychosocial support, because of their restricted
mobility during this time. So, a situation, where
the abusers knew that women could not get
easy support and access from their near and
dear ones, the violence against women had
naturally been increased.

THEMATIC AREA 3: PERSONAL, LEGAL
AND THERAPEUTIC MEASURES TO GET
RID OF THIS VIOLENCE

Under no circumstances, violence is
acceptable. First of all the victims should stop
blaming herself and making excuses for the
actions of the perpetrators. It is important for
the victim to know the laws prevailing against
domestic violence like:

A. 'Protection of Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005- is a civil law which
recognizes woman's right to live in a violence
free home and to obtain protection order form
the court to prevent domestic violence.

B. 'Indian Penal Code 1860'- section 498 A of
the code is for the protection of married women
especially from the cruelty by their husbands
and husband's family. (Amnesty International,
India, 2nd May. 2020).

A health sector can play a vital role in
providing health services to the victims including
early identification of abuse, provision for
necessary treatments and reference to
appropriate cases. A comprehensive health
sector response is necessary so that victims can
feel safe, respected and qualitatively informed.
( Ravneet Kaur & Suneela Garg, 2008). A

successful result of the treatment of domestic
violence rests on a good alliance between
therapist and client. Therapist and the client must
work collaboratively to explore client's own
perception of violent behavior as well as client's
partner's experience of the violence. One should
talk about the experience of violence bravely
since it is a tabooed topic.

The victim must empower herself in order
to change the way people treat her. The
following helps can be sought for by a victim
to get rid of the situation. Like

® Comprehensive financial self help guide to
give victims financial tips about how to keep
their financial documents safe, how to inventory
her assets and debts, how to start setting aside
some money of her own, how to start an online
business, how to get online work from home
jobs and how to become an insurance agent to
earn from home etc. All these tips will help the
victims to be financially independent and will
reduce the chance of domestic violence as
financial abuse is often used by the perpetrators
as a tool to keep financially dpendent victim in
his control.

® Free online counseling services to provide
emotional self care to the victims is another
support services, where the victim can talk
about anything personal and professional with
the counselor with 100% confidence and
security. Counselor can counsel a woman
“With regard to the course of action which she
can take including joint counseling/ meditation
with her spouse/husband or her family members/
in laws.” (Priya Florence Shah, 3rd November,
2015). An emotional self care will help the
women to overcome the habit of learned
helplessness to change the traditional beliefs of
the family and society regarding their roles.
Counseling will help woman to break the
stereotyped gender specific roles and can
achieve greater autonomy and freedom, she
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deserves. Emotional self care will help the victim
to escape from the belief of powerless and
helpless situation, rather she will start believing
that she has the power to change, she can
extricate herself from bad situations and from
negative people who hold her back and abuse.
In nutshell, emotional self care will help a
woman to develop her inner resources.

® There are various legal steps a woman can
apply to get out of this situation. At the time of
violence, either she can make written complaints
to the police station, or can dial 100 to proceed
with the legal action. She can get the medical
report done as the evidence. A complaint of
mental and physical violence can be filed in
court after listing each and every facts and
incidence of abuse and torture.

Further it is required to record everything
in smart phone. It is not desirable to delete any
abusive texts, e mail, or anything, because these
texts can be used as evidence later on in court.
Courts now can resolve out the cases with the
help of NGOs, counselors and police. The
violated women can consult with a counselor
to learn about how to file a domestic violence
complaints case and what are the legal
punishments for domestic violence in India. Thus
it is important to address the physical, mental
issues relating to domestic violence against
women. It is urgent to provide health support

REFERENCES

services to the women irrespective of their class/
other variables. The rights and dignity of
women must be restored. In order to create a
violence free world, poverty and patriarchy
must be sent to isolation. Economic, social and
political empowerment in a more accelerated rate
calls for immediate attention.

CONCLUSION

Domestic violence is a human rights
violation and requires creating a support network
to give confidence to the victim that she is not
alone. By strengthening the mechanism or
authority for working to prevent domestic
violence, it is possible to stop a specific
incidence from happening thereby reducing the
risk of violence escalation. One should not feel
that domestic violence is a private family affair,
so there may be no need to interfere. The
Government, NGOs, local Women's Rights
Organization- all should come forward. The
community should not look at the cases of
domestic violence with a negative outlook,
otherwise victim will leave to be re victimized
and feel shame. We have to break the code of
silence on domestic violence and have to
generate continuous public awareness. . It is
important to maintain social distancing with
misogynist ideas. Our stereotyped collective
imagination to the idea of women as second
class citizens should go for eternal isolation. It
is the high time to lock the notions and ideas
of a violence free gender equal world.

® Afdal., Syawitri ,Melsi., Fikri, Miftahul. (2019). Cognitive Behavior Therapy (CBT) in reducing Psycho-
logical Impacts on Children Victims of Domestic Violence, Retrieved from https://www.researchgate.net/
publication/341223867 Cognitive Behavior Therapy CBT in reducing Psychological
Impacts on Children Victims of Domestic Violence/fulltext/5eb4dd8f4585152169be8453/Cognitive-
Behavior-Therapy-CBT-in-reducing-Psychological-Impacts-on-Children-Victims-of-Domestic-

Violence.pdf

December, 2021- June, 2022

(42)

Volume 8



ISSN - 2249-331X CHARCHAPROKASH

Ahuja ,R.C., Bangdiwala, Shrikant., Bhambal,S.S., Jain, Dipty., Jeyaseelan,L., Kumar, Shuba., Lakshman,M.,
Mitra,M.K., Nair, M.K.C., Pillai, Rajmohan., Pandey, R. M., Peedicayal, Abraham., Sadowski, Laura ,.
Suresh, Saradha., Upadhyaya, A.K. (2000). Domestic Violence in India: A Summary Report of a Multi-Site
Household Survey. Retrieved from https://www.icrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Domestic-Violence-
in-India-3-A-Summary-Report-of-a-Multi-Site-Household-Survey.pdf

Ali, P.A., Dhingra, K. and McGarry, J. (2016). A literature review of intimate partner violence and its
classifications. Retrieved from https://1library.net/document/6gmevOwz-literature-review-intimate-part-
ner-violence-classifications.html

Amnesty International India. (2020). Bystander Action For Domestic Violence: What You Can Do To
Help. Retrieved from https://amnesty.org.in/bystander-action-for-domestic-violence-what-you-can-do-
to-help/

Chowdhury Santanu (2020). Domestic violence cases see a spike during lockdown in Bengal. Retrieved

from https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/kolkata/domestic-violence-cases-see-a-spike-during-
lockdown-in-bengal-6466190/

Damania, Aviva. Parvez. ( 2020). Lockdown and rise in domestic violence: How to tackle situation if
locked with an abuser. Retrieved from https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/life-style/lockdown-
rise-of-domestic-violence-how-to-tackle-situation-if-locked-with-abuser-national-commission-for-
women-6406268/

Dietrichson ,Susanne. (2019). Therapy can help men stop domestic violence. Retrieved from https://
sciencenorway.no/domestic-violence-forskningno-norway/therapy-can-help-men-stop-domestic-vio-
lence/1554245

Kapoor, Sushma. (2000). Domestic Violence Against Women And Girls. UNICEF, Florence, Italy .Re-
trieved from https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/213-domestic-violence-against-women-and-
girls.html

Kaur ,Ravneet., and Garg ,Suneela. (2008). Addressing Domestic Violence Against Women: An Unfin-
ished Agenda. Retrieved from https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2784629/

Lloyd ,Michele. (2018). Domestic Violence and Education: Examining the Impact of Domestic Violence on
Young Children, Children, and Young People and the Potential Role of Schools. Retrieved from https:/
/www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6243007/

Lourencgo ,L¢lio, Moura., Baptista, Makilim, Nunes., Senra, Luciana, Xavier., Almeida, Adriana, A., Basilio,
Caroline., Bhona, Fernanda, Monteiro, de, Castro ,.(2013). Consequences of Exposure to Domestic
Violence for Children: A Systematic Review of the Literature. Retrieved from https://www.scielo.br/pdf/
paideia/v23n55/1982-4327-paideia-23-55-0263.pdf

Manikam, Shamini.(2012). A literature review on domestic violence campaigns and the use of technology
as a prevention strategy. Retrieved from https://research.qut.edu.au/servicesocialmarketing/wp-con-
tent/uploads/sites/28/2017/02/Literature-Review-on-Domestic-Violence-Technology-and-Theory.pdf
Menon ,Seetha. (2015). India, domestic violence and child mortality rates. Retrieved from https:/
/theconversation.com/india-domestic-violence-and-child-mortality-rates-46660

M ,Nisanth.P., Kumar, Amruth. G. (2012). Traces of Domestic Violence: Perspectives of School Going
Children in India. Retrieved from http://indianresearchjournals.com/pdf/IJSSIR/2012/October/13.pdf

December, 2021- June, 2022 (43) Volume 8



ISSN - 2249-331X CHARCHAPROKASH

Newindianexpress. (2020). Effective steps taken to curb domestic violence during lockdown, TN tells
Madras HC. Retrieved from https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2020/apr/25/effec-
tive-steps-taken-to-curb-domestic-violence-during-lockdown-tn-tells-madras-hc-2135296.html

Nigam, Shalu. (2020). Covid-19: India's Response to Domectic Violence Needs Rethinking. Retrieved
from http://southasiajournal.net/covid-19-indias-response-to-domestic-violence-needs-rethinking/

Radhakrishnan, Vignesh.,Sen, Sumant.,Singaravelu,Naresh.,(2020). Domestic Violence Complaints ata
10 Year High During COVID-19 Lockdown. Retrieved from https://www.thehindu.com/data/data-domes-
tic-violence-complaints-at-a- 1 0-year-high-during-covid-19-lockdown/article3 1885001 .ece

Ratnam, Dhamini. (2020) Domestic violence during Covid-19 lockdown emerges as serious concern.
Retrieved from https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/domestic-violence-during-covid-19-
lockdown-emerges-as-serious-concern/story-mMRq3NnnFvOehgl. OOPpe8J.html

Saravanan, Sheela. (2012). Violence Against Women in India A Literature Review. Retrieved from https:/
/www.researchgate.net/publication/266039228 Violence Against Women in India
A Literature Review

Shipley. Shailynn. (2018). Intimate Partner Violence: A Systematic Literature Review. Retrieved from
https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1760&context=etds

Shivakumar, Girija. (2020). While Battling COVID-19, We Can't Let the Pandemic of Domestic Violence
Continue. Retrieved from https://thewire.in/women/covid-19-lockdown-domestic-violence

The economic times. (2020). Implement steps to curb domestic violence during Covid-19 lockdown: High
Court to Centre, Delhi govt. Retrieved from https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-
nation/implement-steps-to-curb-domestic-violence-during-covid-19-lockdown-high-court-to-centre-
delhi-govt/articleshow/75249397.cms

Wathen ,C. Nadine., MacMillan ,Harriet. L. (2013). Children's exposure to intimate partner violence:
Impacts and interventions . Retrieved from https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3887080/

December, 2021- June, 2022 (44) Volume 8



ISSN - 2249-331X

CHARCHAPROKASH

THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES (COP)-26

AT GLASGO : INDIA'S POSITION

Dr. Sanjit Pal

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science - Naba Barrackpur Prafulla Chandra Mahavidyalaya
E-mail : sanjitpal 76@gmail.com

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to investigate
the major decisions of the Conference of the
Parties (COP)—26 and India's position. Climate
change has gained global attention, and various
efforts have been made to address the issue.
The Conference of Parties (COP) is one example
of a United Nations initiative of this type. The
Conference of Parties (COP26) held its twenty-
sixth meeting in Glasgow, Scotland, Great
Britain, in 2021. This conference reaffirms the
Paris Agreement's goal of keeping global average
temperatures below 2 degrees Celsius. Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced his
goal of reaching net-zero emissions by 2070 at
this conference. However, due to Chinese and
Indian objections, the final version of the Glasgo
text replaced “phase-out” with “phase-down” of
coal power during the closing minutes of the
conference. India must rely on coal power to
accelerate its development. It is not possible for
India to impose a time limit on the use of coal
in the power sector. The energy transition
should be gradual, with large investments
required to transition coal regions to non-coal
economies. Without adequate financial and
technical support, knowledge sharing, and
capacity building from developed countries,
developing countries such as India will be unable
to meet their commitments made at the Glasgo
Conference.

Keywords: Climate Change, Conference of
Parties, net-zero, energy transition, investments,
technical support

The Conference of the Parties (COP)-26

at Glasgo: India's Position
Introduction:

The problem of climate change that the
universe is facing involves a variety of obstacles.
It occurs as a result of natural phenomena as
well as artificial activity. As the pinch becomes
more widespread, the issue has risen to the
foreground of global politics, piqued the interest
of governments, international organisations,
industry, non-governmental organisations, and an
increasing number of people around the world,
and prompted increased international efforts to
address the problem. At the global level,
enormous efforts are being done to keep
warming below 2 degrees Celsius. It is widely
believed that, in the absence of such initiatives,
the globe will suffer the burden of a 4°C to
6°C warming if emissions continue to rise at
their current rate. The world is moving further
away from the safe amount of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere as a result of this increase.
Floods, droughts, heat waves, forest fires, shifts
in rainfall patterns, the spread of dangerous
illnesses, and changes in agricultural production
patterns have all become more common as the
earth has warmed.

Climate change has gained international
attention, and numerous initiatives have been
made to solve the issue. The major multinational
agreement to reduce emissions was reached in
1992 at the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
which was ratified by the vast majority of
countries and provides the institutional
framework for international climate policy to
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promote and review efforts to combat global
warming. Every year in the month of December,
periodic meetings of the parties to the
convention on climate change, known as
Conference of Parties (COP), were held. Kyoto
Protocol (1997), Copenhagen Conference
(2009), Lima (2004), Paris Conference (20015),
and Glasgo Conference (2021) are notable
examples.

The Glasgow Climate Pact was the
outcome of COP26, which was negotiated by
consensus among the representatives of the 197
parties in attendance. Alok Sharma, a UK
cabinet member, served as the conference's
president. The summit was the first since the
COP21 Paris Agreement in which participants
were expected to increase their commitments
to combat climate change. This meeting,
according to US climate czar John Kerry, is
the world's “last best hope” to escape climatic
hara-kiri. At the opening ceremony, American
President Joe Biden, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, and French President Emmanuel Macron
were among those in attendance, while Prince
Charles spoke at the opening ceremony. Some
key leaders were absent from the conference,
including Chinese President Xi Jinping and
Russian President Vladimir Putin. Both President
Joe Biden of the United States and former
President Barack Obama of the United States
criticized Putin and Xi for failing to attend the
conference.

Various governments have made a long list
of requests on environmental concerns
throughout the last few months of the Glasgo
Conference. The United Kingdom wants a treaty
that will “consign coal power to history.” The
United States wants a net-zero agreement, and
the Association of Small Island States (AOSIS)
seeks a 1.5°C statement. Least Developing
Countries (LDCs) want climate polluters to pay
billions in damages, while Like-Minded

Developing Countries (LMDCs) demand $100
billion in climate finance and carbon space.
Unfortunately, the majority of these expectations
will not be realised since the necessary
groundwork has not been laid. The G-20 leaders
took another initiative before the UN climate
summit in Glasgo, offering climate promises
rather than real commitments at the end of their
meeting. Current national programmes to reduce
emissions will need to be strengthened “if
necessary,” according to the final document,
which makes no particular reference to 2050
as a deadline for reaching net-zero carbon
emissions. The final G20 statement includes a
vow to stop subsidising overseas coal-fired
power generation by the end of 2021, but it
does not establish a timetable for coal power
to be phased out, instead promising to do so
“as soon as possible.”

Major Decisions of Glasgo Conference:

The participating countries of the Glasgo
Conference agreed a new deal, known as the
Glasgow Climate Pact, aimed at staving off
dangerous climate change. Glasgo Conference
has emphasized multiple issues for upgrading
of environmental conditions of the world. Some
important decisions of the Conference are as
follows:

Mitigation:

The mitigation result lays out the measures
and commitments that parties will make to speed
up their efforts to decrease emissions. This
conference reaffirms the Paris Agreement
temperature goal of keeping global average
temperature rise well below 2 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels and pursuing efforts
to limit temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels. To meet this target,
global greenhouse gas emissions must be
reduced rapidly, deeply, and sustainably,
including a 45 percent reduction in global
carbon dioxide emissions by 2030 relative to
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1990 levels. The urgency for parties to intensify
their efforts to jointly decrease emissions via
rapid action and implementation of domestic
mitigation measures is stressed in this
agreement. All prominent economists have
announced net-zero objectives. Many conference
delegates pledged to achieve net-zero carbon
emissions, with India and Japan making
particular pledges at the event. India, the world's
third-largest producer of carbon dioxide, has set
a new goal date of 2070 to achieve net-zero
emissions. Japan would provide up to $10 billion
in further assistance to help Asia decarbonize.
China, the world's most significant producer of
carbon dioxide by jurisdiction, said in October
that it would achieve net-zero emissions by
2060, and the British government expected India
to follow suit.

Adaptation:

Glasgow also launched a work programme
to define a worldwide adaptation aim that will
identify collective requirements and solutions to
the climate problem that is already affecting
many countries. In the case of an adaptation,
developing nations were able to win a phrase
in the Glasgow Climate Pact, pushing wealthier
countries to at least double the amount of
adaptation financing they provide by 2025. As
the meeting progressed, more commitments were
made, including $356 million for the Adaptation
Fund and $413 million for the Least Developed
Countries Fund. Parties also established a two-
year work programme to operationalize and
execute the Paris Agreement's "global target on
adaptation" to drive collective adaptation action.
Parties have agreed to launch the two-year
Glasgow-Sharm el-Sheikh Work Programme on
the Global Goals on Adaptation (The GlaSS) to:

1. Enable full and sustained implementation of
the Paris Agreement to enhance adaptation
action and support.

2. Enhance understanding of the global goal

of adaptation.

3. Review the overall progress made in
achieving the global goal of adaptation.

4. Strengthen the global goal of adaptation and
the execution of adaptation measures in
vulnerable developing nations, among other
things.

Moving away from fossil fuels:

Countries eventually agreed to a provision
calling for a phase-down of coal power and a
phase-out of “inefficient” fossil fuel subsidies
in perhaps the most contentious decision made
in Glasgow — two key issues that had never
been explicitly mentioned in UN climate talks
before, despite coal, oil, and gas being the main
drivers of global warming. The agreement's
wording refers to a desire to “phase-down”
rather than “phase out” the usage of unabated
coal power. Many countries have expressed
dissatisfaction with the agreement's phrasing.
Their judgement is that the language on coal
has been drastically softened (from phase-out
to phase-down) and thus is not as ambitious as
it should be. The thirty-four countries, along
with several banks and financial agencies,
pledged to stop international funding for
unabated fossil fuel energy sector by the end
of 2022 and increase financing of more
sustainable projects to ensure proper
implementation of the phase-out of “inefficient”
fossil fuel subsidies.

Climate Finance:

One of the main areas of discussion was
climate funding for adaptation and mitigation.
Poor countries demand more money for
adaptation, but donors prefer to fund mitigation
since it has a better possibility of producing
money. The Paris Agreement contained $100
billion in yearly funding for underdeveloped
nations by 2020. Wealthy countries, on the other
hand, have fallen short of their promises. The
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Glasgow result expresses “regret,” reaffirming
the vow and urging developed countries to meet
the US$100 billion goal as soon as possible. In
a report, developed countries expressed
confidence that the aim will be met by 2023.
The Glasgow Pact calls for a doubling of
funding to help developing countries adapt to
climate change's effects and create resilience.

Loss and Damage:

Developing countries made a strong
demand at COP26 for further action to address
loss and damage. Because of the inherent
relationship between wealthy countries' historical
responsibility for climate change and
corresponding calls for compensation from
developing countries, issues about loss and
damage have been and continue to be highly
contentious. Parties decided to establish the
Glasgow Dialogue to consider how to fund
preventing, mitigating, and correcting loss and
harm on a larger scale. The Glasgow Climate
Pact also calls for additional support for loss
and damage from rich countries and appropriate
organisations. However, while Scotland and the
Belgian Wallonia area agreed to give specific
funding to further the loss and damage agenda,
progress on this subject was restricted at the
Glasgo Conference.

Methane:

The United States and a number of other
countries agreed to set a cap on methane
emissions. More than 80 countries have signed
a worldwide methane promise, promising to
reduce emissions by 30% by the end of the
decade. One of the most potent greenhouse
gases, methane, is responsible for a third of
the present warming caused by human activity.

Transportation:

The conference included electric cars and
commitments to electrify vehicles. Twenty-four
developed countries' governments, as well as a

group of major car manufacturers including
General motors, Ford, Volvo, BYD Auto, Jaguar
Land Rover, and Mercedes-Benz, have pledged
to work towards all new car and van sales
being zero emission globally by 2040, and by
no later than 2035 in leading markets,
accelerating the decarbonization of road
transport, which currently accounts for about
10% of global greenhouse gas emissions.” The
promise was not signed by major vehicle
manufacturing nations such as China, the United
States, Japan, Germany, and South Korea, as
well as Toyota, Volkswagen, Nissan-Renault-
Mitsubishi, Honda, and Hyundai.

Forests:

By agreeing to halt and reverse forest loss
and land degradation by 2030, 137 countries
have taken a significant step forward atCOP26.
The pledge is supported by $12 billion in public
funds and $7.2 billion in private funds. Brazil,
which is home to 60% of the Amazon rainforest,
has pledged to stop and reverse deforestation
by 2030. More than 100 countries, including
Canada, Russia, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, and the United States, have vowed to
halt deforestation by 2030.

India is a major player in the worldwide
effort to mitigate climate change. The country
is extremely sensitive to the effects of climate
change due to its position and topography.
Climate change, according to trustworthy
sources, will have a negative influence on fresh
water availability, crop output, and soil
conservation, as well as a rise in vector and
water-borne diseases in India. India has
demonstrated resolve towards the global issue
when crafting its strategy, having acknowledged
the severity of the repercussions of climate
change. India, as a developing economy,
continues to resist developed-country demands
for legally mandated, time-bound carbon
reduction objectives. It has argued that, although
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being the fourth greatest emitter of greenhouse
gases after China, the United States, and Europe,
India's emissions are vastly different from those
of the first three largest emitters, China, the
United States, and Europe. India has long
emphasised that industrialised countries are the
real offenders in the current status of the world.
As a result, they should be responsible for past
emissions. India has stated that in order to
achieve socioeconomic development goals, it will
not allow its per capita greenhouse gas emissions
to exceed the developed world's average per
capita emissions.

With the goal of projecting itself as a
responsible global participant who is severely
affected by climate change, India is adamantly
in favour of a successful climate agreement. It
has always been enthusiastic about putting in
place domestic rules and steps to reduce its
greenhouse gas emissions. India made the most
significant announcement during the COP26
climate conference in Glasgow. India's Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said on the opening day
of the meeting that the country will achieve net-
zero emissions by 2070. He also outlined four
significant near-term goals, demonstrating India's
commitment and ambition in the fight against
climate change. The goals include increasing
installed renewable energy capacity to 500 GW
(from 450 GW) by 2030, meeting 50% of
electricity demand with renewable, reducing total
projected cumulative carbon emissions by 1
billion tones between 2020 and 2030, and
lowering the carbon intensity of GDP by 45
percent from 2005 levels (up from the 33-35
percent target). Because of India's renewable
energy ambitions, coal power will reach its peak
before 2030, when renewable energy will
account for roughly 70% of the country's
electrical generation, and battery and smart grid
technology will be dominant.

According to the Centre for Science and

Environment, the goal to reduce emissions by
one billion tones by 2030 would necessitate a
staggering 22 percent drop in India's carbon
output. In terms of Net Zero, the aim of 2070
is two decades after the global goal of mid-
century, and would need the world's other rising
economies, including China, peaking emissions,
preferably by 2030. Renewable energy currently
provides roughly 12% of India's electricity, and
increasing that to 50% by 2030 will be a tough
order. India will be a global leader in combating
climate change and guaranteeing sustainable
development if the government follows through
on Mr. Modi's promises in Glasgow.

However, in the final minutes of the
meeting, a dramatic procedure to amend one
paragraph of the final text unfolded, which was
initiated by China, completed by India, and
backed by a number of countries. The
paragraph is about the phase-out of coal-fired
power. The phrase "phase-out" of coal power
was used in the final version of the document.
China was the first country to raise a minor
objection to this provision. Then India offered
a modified version of the paragraph in which
“phase-out” was changed with “phase-down”
to explain what must happen to coal's use in
power generation. While India's suggestion was
adopted, other countries protested to the
modification, primarily Europeans and tiny
vulnerable countries. Phase-down refers to
gradually reducing coal consumption, whereas
phase-out refers to completely eliminating coal
use over a period of time. India recognised that
coal power must be lowered but did not commit
to entirely phase it out by altering the word to
phase-down. The graph clearly depicts India's
transition from non-renewable to renewable
energy sources. India added 9.39 gigawatts of
renewable energy in 2019-20, with more coming
from rooftop solar and hydropower. During the
same period, just 4.32 GW of thermal energy
was added, accounting for one-third of the total
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new power created.

India took issue with the fact that only coal
was listed in Glasgo's text, rather than oil and
gas, which are predominantly used by
industrialised countries. The leader of the Indian
delegation at the Glasgow conference, Union
Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav, claimed
that fossil fuels and their use had enabled
regions of the world to achieve significant levels
of growth. “Developed countries haven't totally
phased out coal yet.” Mitigation of GHG
emissions from all sources is referred to by
the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC). India further
claimed that, unlike industrialised countries that
rely on gas for electricity, coal accounts for
70% of India's electrical output and 62% of
China's. While it is critical to tackle the climate
disaster, coal power must be phased out.
However, there was no debate at the Glasgo
Conference about how this coal transition will
take place or who will pay for the mine
closures.

Rich countries grew rich on fossil fuels,
as seen by their lion's share of cumulative
emissions, and are now better positioned to
switch to renewables at scale. In the United
States, stagnant power demand combined with
cheaper natural gas and renewable energy prices
has led to the closure of coal facilities, but the
government has provided no guidelines on how
to stop coal, as though leaving the transition
schedule to the market. Compare this to India,
where the IEA predicts the biggest increase in
energy consumption of any country over the
next 20 years, where coal is abundant, mining
employs over 2 million people, and energy
transition sensitivity is extremely high. Nuclear
energy is one cost-effective solution that we
should maximise in order to meet the Glasgo
Conference's goals. In India, it accounts for
only 2% of energy in power production,

compared to 4% in China, 18% in Russia, 19%
in the United States, and 72 percent in France.
In terms of how much COP26 provides today,
it all relies on how individual states finalise their
pledges. The goal of eliminating coal will be
contingent on a sincere commitment to phase
it out first.

The amendment of Glasgo's final text has
no impact on India's energy future or
development trajectory. However, India's image
has clearly suffered as a result of presenting
itself as a coal champion and forcing the change
at the last minute. What's more galling is that
China, which consumes half of the world's coal
and was the driving force behind the demand
to remove the passage, sat pretty while we were
mocked by western media. And this has been
the issue with India's climate-change negotiation
strategy.

Conclusion:

We might conclude that, despite the fact
that India received a lot of criticism for pushing
through a late revision to the Glasgow Climate
Pact, many countries opted to continue to phase
down coal rather than phase it out. From India's
perspective, the summit was a success because
it concisely addressed and expressed the
problems and ideals of the developing world.
At the forum, India paved the way for
productive discourse and equitable and just
solutions. There is no doubt that climate change
is the most critical issue. It has something to
do with our very existence. However, for
hundreds of millions of Indians living in poverty,
more urgent existential issues like healthcare and
sanitation, on the one hand, and productive
work, on the other hand, are more pressing.
India can only be affluent if it maintains double-
digit economic growth.

Economic competitiveness necessitates
energy that is reliable, plentiful, and inexpensive.
The coal economy supports millions people,
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many of whom reside in impoverished areas of
eastern India. This figure could rise as the
freshly auctioned coal blocks go into
production. The Indian government needs a
transition plan, but given the limits on productive
jobs and fiscal constraints, it appears that coal
will not be phased out rapidly. Renewable energy
sources may not be able to supply all of those
demands in the next decade due to technological
constraints. India has a large energy demand
as a rapidly rising economy with low per capita
energy consumption. India's total energy demand
will be at least double that of today by 2030.
So, both renewable and non-renewable energy
need to be scaled up even as their share
changes. The recent coal crisis has only served
to emphasise the importance of continuing to
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Abstract

Covid-19 dismantled the socio-economic
fabric of countries worldwide. With its
emergence, the global health infrastructure
suffered breakdown, education got affected and
social life underwent massive disruptions. To
contain its spread, governments announced
lockdowns and recommended social distancing.
It produced two effects, virus containment and
poorer quality of life for the impoverished. The
Government of India was no exception and
imposed the strictest lockdown in the country
to curb this menace. However, the lockdown
policy was a massive failure leading to
community spread of Covid-19 and
multidimensional distress for migrant labourers,
who made desperate attempts to return to their
native places and in doing so, encountered
conflicts with the public authorities. The nation
state also failed to release appropriate guidelines
for state and local governments to provide
adequate provisions for sustaining the life of
the poor in a timely and systematic manner. At
worse, the Indian society is characterised by
stigmatisation on the basis of gender, class,
caste and other demographic parameters. With
lockdowns, social stigma became widespread.
This study aims to unveil the societal stigma
against migrant labourers during the first wave
of the pandemic in 2020 and examines the
public policies in this context. It heavily relies
on secondary sources, online and print
newspapers for obtaining relevant data.

Keywords : Coronavirus, Pandemic, Lockdown,
Migrant labour, Stigma, Discriminatory Attitude,
Labour Laws, Public Policy.

“Migrant labourers returning to their homes
from cities were forced by the administration
in Bareilly to take an open bath in groups with
disinfectant before they were allowed entry into
the district.”

THE HINDU, 30th March, 2020

Introduction

Coronavirus is considered to be the biggest
tragedy of the 21st century. First detected in
China, it swiftly spread to American and
European countries, which represent the
developed world. However, in no time, it made
its way into the Indian soil and the country
witnessed many a heartless instance across
states and districts, which has been perfectly
captured by The Hindu. Besides affecting
physical health, Covid-19 caused economic
downturns, social disturbance, educational
setback and massive havoc in the political arena
in most countries. The medical and
administrative system also experienced a
bottleneck. In view of unprecedented spread,
governments compelled people to stay indoors,
which is undoubtedly the best preventive
measure for the pandemic. Following developed
nations, third-world countries including India
also undertook this policy. However, such
nations, unlike the USA and Europe, have a

December, 2021- June, 2022

(53)

Volume 8



ISSN - 2249-331X

CHARCHAPROKASH

significant number of poor people residing away
from their native place for earnings. In the light
of Covid-19, they were compelled to return to
their abodes at any cost. During their return
journey, they were subject to ill-treatment by
various public officials and other residents. On
account of social stigma, they endured more
pain from such inhabitants than the virus.
Resultant, they experienced hunger, lack of
shelter and other fundamental amenities. For
some, both coronavirus and impoverishment
made dual attacks. Even as the virus killed many
lives mercilessly, discrimination and ill-treatment
offered a death-like experience to the migrant
labour force in India.

About the disease

Coronavirus is highly contagious and
spreads quickly when a person breaths in open
air. Fever, cough, headache, loss of odour and
taste are some of its symptoms. About one-
third of infected people have been found to be
asymptomatic. While the virus causes severe
health problems for some in the form of
respiration difficulty and multi-organ failure
leading to death, others experience mild issues
and hence, are probable of regaining life.Several
investigations by medical experts have revealed
that some patients need to undertake long-term
treatment after being infected with Covid-19.
On the contrary, few others develop critical
problems in their organ system. Taking these
into account, doctors recommend physical
distancing, masking and hand sanitisation for
preventing this virus. In the event of being
affected by it, quarantine and follow-up
treatment are expected to weaken the spread
of Covid-19. [1]

Pandemics in the past

Coronavirus is definitely not the first
pandemic to strike the world. According to
reports by renowned medical organisations
including WHO (World Health Organisation), the

20th century witnessed three influenza
pandemics starting with Spanish Flu in 1918-
19 followed by Asian Flu and Hong-Kong Flu,
which occurred in 1957-58 and 1968
respectively. While Spanish Flu claimed around
20-50 million lives, about 1-4 million citizens
succumbed to the Hong Kong Flu. Of the three,
Spanish Flu was the deadliest affecting about
one-third population of the world. Conversely,
the Asian Flu and the Hong Kong Flu lasted
only for 2 months and mortality rate was quite
low. These indicate that the Spanish Flu virus
underwent continuous mutation leading to
uncontrollable spread similar to Covid-19. [2]

At the onset of the current pandemic,
medical researchers extensively worked on
feasible solutions to overcome it. In the first
stage, they realised that Covid-19 virus was
extremely powerful and hence, was capable of
spreading rapidly infecting people in large
numbers. This challenged the current doctrines
of medical science subsequently, promoting fear
among the public. In such a circumstance,
some researchers considered the Spanish Flu
epidemic as an archetype for tackling Covid-
19. They subsequently reviewed various reports
on this disease and came into the conclusion
that appropriate hygiene is more important than
medical treatments for containing the virus.
Newspaper articles of this period also suggested
that isolating infected people, banning social
gatherings and face masking were effective in
breaking the chain of Spanish Flu around the
world. [3]

Besides this disease, India has faced
numerous pandemic-like situations owing to
Cholera, Small Pox, Chicken Pox and Malaria.
Each experience herein has been testament to
the fact that unhygienic environment is
responsible for increasing the spread of disease
and isolation is the most effective treatment.
Strict isolation has also been proven to be useful
in various other instances. Additionally,
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development of vaccines and extensive
vaccination programmes weaken the power of
viruses in the longer run.

Towards Lockdown

On 31st December, 2019, the Wuhan
Government in China identified a new virus and
was unaware about the potential of its spread
through humans. Similar instance was reported
outside China after 20th January, 2020. In view
of this, the Chinese government shut down the
city to prevent further spread. On 30th January,
2020, WHO declared a global health emergency.
The USA reported its first outbreak in the same
month following which, its administration
imposed travel restrictions to and from China.
Europe encountered its first outbreak in
February causing its administrators to prohibit
social gatherings. By the middle of March,
almost every country in the world banned
international travel along with local gatherings.

Lockdown in India

In an attempt to preventcoronavirus, the
Government of India announced a 21-day
lockdown on 24th March, 2020. Narendra Modi,
the Prime Minister, stated that since medical
facilities and treatment were insufficient to break
the virus chain, social distancing was the last
resort.[4]About 519 cases and 9 deaths were
reported during lockdown. People could only
access essential products and services such as
groceries and medical assistance and non-
essential commoditieswere unavailable in the
market. According to some epidemiologists, this
lockdown saved tens of thousands of lives
besides allowing the government to strengthen
the healthcare infrastructure of India. On the
contrary, migrant labourers were worst hit. With
a majority of people belonging to the informal
sector, job losses became a common
phenomenon with no assurance about
resumption of employment prospects in the
future. Suspension of public transport promoted

hardships for the migrants putting them in a
dilemma about returning to their native places
amidst the pandemic. Such a situation compelled
millions of labourers to walk home. While some
of them succeeded, others lost their lives due
to accidents, hunger and exhaustion in course
of the tiresome journey.

Methodology

This article is based on a critical review
of various news reports and surveys on Covid-
19 in India, its lockdown policy and the migrant
conditions. Drawing on key editorials, published
articles and videos, the researcher has analysed
the miserable experiences of the migrant
population of this country during the first wave
of the pandemic.

Theoretical Explanation

Covid-19 pandemic has undoubtedly
changed social life by significant limits. Prior
to this, Indian migrant labourers suffered
economic deprivation. However, with its advent,
they became increasingly susceptible to inhuman
treatment by other people. Such discriminatory
behaviour can be examined from the context
of sociology.

Erving Goffman has propounded the theory
of social stigma. The scholar defines stigma as
an attribute, behaviour or reputation that is
attached to an individual distinguishing him/her
from the mainstream society. This subsequently
causes others to mentally classify them as
undesirable leading to rejection rather than
acceptance(Goffman, 1963).Consistent with this
theory, the majority segment of Indian population
developedstereotypical thoughts and perception
about the migrants and thereafter, considered
them to be unfit for entering into the society
during the first wave of Covid-19.

The second significant theory has been
proposed by H.S. Becker. According to his
theory of labelling, people have a general
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tendency to attach labels to others with respect
to specific qualities or behaviour, which
simplifiestheir understanding of the surrounding
social world. People who are labelled are
considered to be deviant within the established
social framework. Such an act further promotes
stereotyping wherein they become soft targets
for others and arehighly vulnerable to negative
psychological and emotional reactions of the
society (Becker, 1963).

Another important theory in sociology
emerges from the philosophy of Karl Marx. He
argued that global societies consist of two
classes of people, the capitalists and the
proletariats. In the system of capitalism,
capitalists control all means of production and
labourersare proletariats, who earn a living by
working for the capitalists. This mode of
production also accounts for private ownership
and surplus value. By producing goods and
services, capitalists aim to maximise profits and
invest in marketing for promoting their
commodities. In India, capitalism has bred
oppression by overexploiting the labourers, who
are predominantly migrants staying away from
their native place and earn a minimal wage. On
the other hand, capitalists have increased their
income through exploitation of surplus value.
Altogether, these have led to inequality on the
basis of wealth, power and social status. Due
to this, migrants, who are already socially and
economically deprived, have failed to
emancipate themselves from the vicious cycle
of poverty as continue to be susceptible to
hunger, disease and illiteracy (Encyclopedia of
Marxim at marxism.org, Capitalism, 2011).

Who are Migrant Labourers?

A migrant labour can be defined as one
who moves within or outside the home country
for higher earnings. They take temporary
residence near their workplace and have no
intention for permanent settlement. The 2011

Census reports that India has about 450 million
internal migrants representing 37.7% of the total
population. Based on trends, the number of
internal migrants was estimated to be around
600 million in 2020 with 140 million being
migrant workers.[5] This workforce has played
a significant role in nation building.Globalisation
in the 1990s created demand for labour
especially unskilled workers. While some of
them belong to rural areas, others are urban
dwellers.Nonetheless, they are economically poor
and illiterate following which; they have been
compelled to engage in the unorganised sector
characterised by contractual and irregular work
since childhood.Hence, they leave their homes
and reside near their working sites for earning
their livelihood.

Over the years, various sociologists have
tried to reason why people migrate for earnings.
M.S.A. Rao has discovered two factors,
historical development of a country and the
economic and political conditions regulating the
nature and state of employment prospects that
collectively compel people to migrate from their
place to origin for increasing their income. While
this represents the societal viewpoint, the
individual perspective mentions that personality
of the migrants affects their socialisation
process. From these it can be ascertained that
while economic factors are necessary conditions
for migration, they are not sufficient causes.
Rather, the individual motivation to move,
accessibility to information flow and presence
of resource networks create adequate conditions
for encouraging migration. (Rao, 1986)

Discriminatory Attitude

In India, lockdown during the first
pandemic wave produced more negative
consequences than positive. Prevalence of
stereotypes promoted discriminatory attitude
against infected people, healthcare professionals,
police, religious minorities and migrant
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labourers. A noteworthy observation herein is
that white-collar professionals and students
returning home from foreign countries and other
states within the country were not regarded as
migrants. This terminology was only applicable
for those belonging to the lowest socio-
economic strata.

The country was neither prepared nor
aware about the potential effects of lockdown.
In the first stage, migrant workers became
jobless and subsequently, lacked shelter as their
employment contract did not offer any form of
security.Furthermore, economic shutdown also
ceased the need for labour and their landlords
were also unwilling to keep them. Resultant,
they were left with no option but returning to
their native place. Discrimination started herein
when both central and state governments
became ignorant about their issues.On the
contrary, they made adequate arrangements for
ensuring safe return of Indian students,
professionals and tourists, who were stranded
in foreign countries. Owing to the lack of state
support, most of the migrants started walking.
News channels perfectly portrayed their miseries.
For instance, one video showed exhausted
migrants walking with children and other
belongings throughout the day under strong
sunlight without any food. [6]

Since the commencement of lockdown,
many labourers also lost their lives while
walking and cycling for a prolonged duration.
Some even travelled in commercial vehicles like
trucks and were subject to harassment by public
officials for breaking lockdown rules. Driver's
fatigue was also another factor in maximising
inconvenience for all labourers. In another
instance, few migrant workers were crushed
under a train as they slept on tracks.[7]Amidst
such heatless incidents, none came forward with
food, water and other necessary provisions for
sustaining the life of the poor migrant workforce
in India.

In order to prevent virus spread, local
administrative bodies sealed state borders. As
exhausted migrants reached their respective
states, they were denied entry and experienced
manifold hurdles for being with their family.
People in the mainstream society also labelled
them as “virus spreaders”, further aggravating
their woes. For instance, they underwent brutal
torture and social exclusion for not wearing
masks and moving in groups while reaching
home. Thus, their “migrant” identity became a
key discriminating factor during the first
pandemic wave. [8]This together with their
social identity led to stigmatisation in the
mainstream society. In view of these, local
administration in every state arranged for mass
sanitisation before allowing them to enter. As
evident from several videos in social media,
groups of migrants including women and
children assembled at a place and a public
official, wearing personal protection equipment
(PPE) sprayed a solution of chlorine and water
or sodium hypochlorite through hose pipe.Such
chemicals are only suitable for cleansing
surfaces and are harmful for the human body.
Hence, the authorities were questioned about the
rationality of their actions. They however
defended it citing public safety and unawareness
about the side-effects of the chemical. They
even added that migrants were asked to close
their eyes while being sanitised.Taking
cognisance of the discriminatory attitude
towards such people, Justice Ashok Bhushan
ordered the central and state governments to
make immediate arrangements for providing free
food, shelter and transportation to
them.[9]Subsequently, the Government of India,
towards the end of April,announced guidelines
for transporting the internal migrants safely to
their homes. Accordingly, they provided
interstate bus service besides offering free-of-
cost meals and shelter particularly, to
asymptomatic individuals. Those who develop
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Covid-19 symptoms or any other form of illness
were able to access medical services. On
International Labour Day, the Government of
India announced Shramik Special trains for
transporting migrants. Within one month, about
one crore workers travelled through such trains.
However, their experience herein was certainty
not devoid of miseries.Firstly, railway
transportation was not free requiring them to
pay about 800-1000 INR along with additional
charges, 30 INR for superfast speed and 20
INR for other services such as food and water;
neither of which were provided. [10]Secondly,
social distancing was not maintained. Instead,
trains were running in overcapacity causing the
migrants to fight for reasonable space in the
event of which, some even encountered death.
However, the Railway Board attributed the
fatalities to illness. Distress continued even after
they reached their native place as they lacked
access to food and was left penniless. In view
of this, both central and state governments
strengthened their Public Distribution System
(PDS) for distributing free food grains through
ration.[11]Migrants, who did not possess a
ration card, were again deprived of the basic
necessities. Lack of employment prospects and
hunger caused some of them to sell fruits,
vegetables and similar commodities for
sustaining their families. Furthermore, if anyone
unconsciously violated the lockdown norms,
were subject to massive harassment and ill-
treatment by public officials, who also prohibited
them from selling their items.[12]At the end,
coronavirus affected everyone in migrant
communities, which further deepened their crisis
leading to more impoverishment and
discrimination. In a country where bureaucrats
hold maximum power, such migrants were
deprived of minimum support besides being
victimised and blamed for promoting chaos in
the mainstream society during the first wave
of the pandemic.

Human Rights and Indian Constitution

Every country in the world has developed
a set of rules to deliver justice to the poor. The
Indian Constitution also lays out certain
provisions for preserving the human rights of
its citizens including migrant labourers.

1. Article 14 states that everyone is equal
before the law

2. Article 15 prohibits the state from
discriminating against any citizen on the
basis of gender, religion, caste, sex or place
of birth

3. Article 16 confers to the right to equal
employment opportunities under the state

4. Article 21 guarantees the right to life and
personal liberty

5. Article 38(1) requires the state to ensure
social order for promoting public welfare
and wellbeing

In addition to the above constitutional
laws,the Government of India has enacted the
Inter-State Migrant Workers Act (ISMW) in
1979 and amended it in 2017 for improving their
work conditions and enhancing their quality of
life. As per the amended act, the ISMW
Regulation of Employment & Conditions of
Services) Central (Amendment) Rules, labour
contractors must secure a license and register
the migrant workers with government authorities
by providing them with a passbook. Besides
this, the Payment of Wages Act, 1936 and the
Unorganized Workers Social Security Act, 2008
also seek to protect the interests and uphold
the human rights of the migrant labourers. [13]

Conclusion

Nature never discriminates humans unlike
societies and Covid-19 promoted the degree of
discrimination against migrant labourers, whose
sincere efforts constitute the backbone of the
Indian economy. Regardless of this,
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governments and the public augmented their
distress through victimisation, harassment and
stigmatisation altogether, leading to a moral crisis
in addition to the health emergency. In fact,
the pandemic has exposed the negative fallouts
of power hierarchies of a bureaucratic society
like India.

This article highlighted discriminatory
attitude belonging to a particular social class. It
is important to note that discriminatory attitude

Note

reduces health, help and treatment-seeking
behaviour and needs to be mitigated, apart from
the focus on COVID-19 treatment and
prevention. Global Health communication plays
an important role in the construction of
diseases, their social perception, and resulting
psychological issues. Thus, the government,
media and local administrative bodies, as well
as hospitals, ought to mitigate discriminatory
attitude through a multipronged approach.
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ABSTRACT

The pandemic situation challenged the
education system across the world and forced
educators to shift to an online mode of teaching
overnight, resulted in closure of academic
institutions for nearly one and half years. For
this, the face-to-face academic relation has been
changed into online mode of teaching. Many
academic institutions that were earlier reluctant
to change their traditional pedagogical approach
had no option but to shift entirely to online
teaching—learning. The challenges of online
learning includes that some students without
reliable internet access and technology struggle
to participate in digital learning. The students
living in the poor economic status cannot afford
the cost even and it is the main drawback. Thus
there is a gap between students from privileged
and under-privileged background to afford all
the necessity of e-learning. The education
become more problematic for the special
children in pandemic. But beside this, e-learning
has been shown to increase retention of
information, and take less time. For those who
do have access to the right technology, there is
evidence that e-learning can be more effective
as it requires 40-60% less time to learn than in
traditional classroom setting, students can learn
at their own pace.

KEYWORDS: Pandemic, virtual education,
merit, demerit, learning platforms.

INTRODUCTION

The virus infection in Wuhan city of China
is caused by a member of Coronaviridae family

named as Coronaviruses (CoV-2). The disease
was diagnosed first time in human and become
pandemic since December 2019, and so named
COVID-19 (Kashid et al., 2020). Coronavirus
or SARS-CoV2 is one of the major pathogens
that primarily targets the human respiratory
system. The virus causes Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) which are much
resembles with SARS-CoV1 and Middle East
Respiratory syndrome corona virus (MERS-
CoV) Syndromes. The disease is characterized
by cold, mild fever, headache, and some other
respiratory complication, including death in
severe condition. Based on the large number of
infected people that were exposed to the wet
animal market in Wuhan City, it is suggested
that COVID-19 is most likely of zoonotic origin
i.e. transfer of infection from animals to human
(Rothan and Byrareddy, 2020). The virus is
transmitted to human from their host animal like
Bat, Camels, Cats, and Civet (Wu et al., 2020;
Zhou et al., 2020). Many deaths of human
including male, female and children have also
been reported with COVID-19 disease (Li et
al., 2020). In India, 2701604 cases and 53023
deaths, Pakistan 289215 cases and 6175 deaths
and Bangladesh 282344 cases and 3694 deaths
have been recorded till 17 August, 2020 (Karim
and Ahmad, 2020). Awareness tools and
preventive/ treatment strategies include many
resources including online, and offline trainings
are developed and distributed to tackle the
disease by government agencies like WHO,
Ministry of Health and family welfare at regular
intervals (Karim et al., 2020).
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EDUCATION IN PANDEMIC

While countries are at different points in
their COVID-19 infection rates, worldwide there
are currently more than 1.2 billion children in
186 countries affected by school closures due
to the pandemic (Anonymous, 2020c). India is
a populous country, it is important for Indians
to be aware of the basic modes of prevention
that can diminish the spread of the coronavirus
infection. The most vulnerable group in all
individuals constitutes school age children
(WHO, 1996). In particular, public living areas
such as dormitories and schools are very risky
environments in terms of hygiene problems and
infections (Kitis and Bilgili, 2011). These all
resulted in closure of academic institutions in
this pandemic situation. For the last nearly one
and half year the face-to-face academic relation
has been changed into online mode of teaching.
The COVID-19 has resulted in dramatic change
in education system, with the distinctive rise of
e-learning, teaching is undertaken remotely and
on digital platforms.

The pandemic situation challenged the
education system across the world and forced
educators to shift to an online mode of teaching
overnight. Many academic institutions that were
earlier reluctant to change their traditional
pedagogical approach had no option but to shift
entirely to online teaching—learning. In pre-
pandemic situation educational institutions
(schools, colleges and universities) in India are
based only on traditional methods of learning,
they follow the traditional set up of face-to-
face lectures in a classroom. Although many
academic units had started blended learning, still
a lot of them are stuck with old procedures. It
can be mentioned that this is the start-ups during
the time of pandemic and natural disasters and
includes suggestions for academic institutions
of how to deal with challenges associated with
online learning (Dhawan, 2020).

A changing education imperative is the
result of COVIDI19. It is clear that this pandemic
has utterly disrupted an education system that
many assert was already losing its relevance.
The move to online learning is to be the catalyst
to create a new, more effective method of
educating students. While some worry that the
hasty nature of the transition online may have
hindered this goal, others plan to make e-learning
part of their 'new normal' after experiencing the
benefits first-hand. Even before COVID-19,
there was already high growth and adoption in
education technology, with global edtech
investments reaching US$18.66 billion in 2019
and the overall market for online education
projected to reach $350 Billion by 2025
(Anonymous, 2020c). Whether it is language
apps, virtual tutoring, video conferencing tools,
or online learning software, there has been a
significant surge in usage since the COVID-19.

THE DRAWBACKS OF E-LEARNING

This online mode of learning has many
merits and demerits. The main demerit is the
access of digital learning among the students.
This access is compulsive to overcome the gaps
of traditional mode of learning, but as India is
a vast country with wide socio-economic status
it is quite obvious that there is a distinct
demarcation between our effort and result. The
challenges of online learning includes that some
students without reliable internet access and/or
technology struggle to participate in digital
learning. The students living in the poor
economic status cannot afford the cost even
and it is the main drawback.

Thus there is a gap between students from
privileged and under-privileged background to
afford all the necessity of e-learning platform.
This gap is seen across countries and between
income brackets within countries. For example,
whilst 95% of students in Switzerland, Norway,
and Austria have a computer to use for their

December, 2021- June, 2022

(62)

Volume 8



ISSN - 2249-331X

CHARCHAPROKASH

schoolwork, only 34% in Indonesia do,
according to OECD data. In the US, there is a
significant gap between those from privileged
and disadvantaged backgrounds: whilst virtually
all 15-year-olds from a privileged background
said they had a computer to work on, nearly
25% of those from disadvantaged backgrounds
did not (Anonymous, 2020c). While some
schools and governments have been providing
digital equipment to students in need, such as
in New South Wales, Australia, many are still
concerned that the pandemic will widen the
digital divide.

The difference in the capacity to update
with this new normal education system pushed
a group of students in a corner. They found
themselves a neglected sector when they are
not having the privilege to go for e-learning. In
scenario is very common in India with so many
people living in village have no- or bad- internet
facility. The poor economic status of people also
causes same problem, even more bad situations.
This situations badly affected the students and
youths psychologically. The result is additional
positive depression and anxiety screening. These
impacts on mental health are more pronounced
in young people below 25 years of age.

The education become more problematic
for the special children in this pandemic
situation. Special populations are experiencing
high anxiety and depression, including LGBTQ,
caregivers, students, veterans/active duty, and
people with chronic health conditions. This isn't
just affecting people with anxiety and depression,
but other mental health conditions, too. Among
psychosis screeners in May, more than 16,000
were at risk, and the percentage at risk (73%)
also increased.

THE POSITIVE SIDES OF
E-LEARNING

But beside this the e-learning has a positive

way also. Research suggests that online learning
has been shown to increase retention of
information, and take less time. For those who
do have access to the right technology, there is
evidence that learning online can be more
effective in a number of ways. Some research
shows that on average, students retain 25-60%
more material when learning online compared
to only 8-10% in a classroom. This is mostly
due to the students being able to learn faster
online; e-learning requires 40-60% less time to
learn than in a traditional classroom setting
because students can learn at their own pace,
going back and re-reading, skipping, or
accelerating through concepts as they choose.

The effectiveness of online learning varies
amongst age groups. The general consensus on
children, especially younger ones, is that a
structured environment is required, because kids
are more easily distracted. To get the full benefit
of online learning, there needs to be a concerted
effort to provide this structure and go beyond
replicating a physical class/lecture through video
capabilities, instead, using a range of
collaboration tools and engagement methods.
Since studies have shown that children
extensively use their senses to learn, making
learning fun and effective through use of
technology is crucial.

ONLINE LEARNING PLATFORMS

In response to significant demand, many
online learning platforms are offering free access
to their services, including platforms like BYJU'S,
a Bangalore-based educational technology and
online tutoring firm founded in 2011. Tencent
classroom, meanwhile, has been used
extensively since mid-February after the Chinese
government instructed a quarter of a billion full-
time students to resume their studies through
online platforms. Lark, a Singapore-based
collaboration suite initially developed by
ByteDance as an internal tool to meet its own
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exponential growth, began offering teachers and
students unlimited video conferencing time, auto-
translation capabilities, real-time co-editing of
project work, and smart calendar scheduling,
amongst other features. Some school districts
are forming unique partnerships, like the one
between The Los Angeles Unified School District
and PBS SoCal/KCET to offer local educational
broadcasts, with separate channels focused on
different ages, and a range of digital options.
Media organizations such as the BBC are also
powering virtual learning; Bitesize Daily,
launched on 20 April, is offering 14 weeks of
curriculum-based learning for kids across the
UK with celebrities like Manchester City
footballer Sergio Aguero teaching some of the
content (Anonymous, 2020c).

GIRLS' EDUCATION IN PANDEMIC

The current global pandemic COVID-19 has
hit everyone hard, especially school-aged
children and students around the world. And
this effect is more pronounced in girls, as of
the 1.6 billion students out of school, 743 million
are girls. Research data revealed that 91% of
the world's student population affected by
current school and university closures and it
has adverse impact on students. With the
transition from the classroom to online
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Conferences, Seminars and Workshops, and conducted many seminars as convenor/ coordinator.
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YOU ARE ADEAD STAR

Paramita Mallick
Department of Physics, Basirhat College
E-mail : paramitamallick@basirhatcollege.org

Everything we see around us was a part
of the core of a star of our universe. Every
atom inside our body belonged to a star. So
we are star dusts. Large dead stars provided
the star dusts to create our own solar system,
the planets and everything on them.

Star Gas

We are made of carbon, oxygen, nitrogen
etc. The iron in our blood were produced only
inside stars, there was no other way to get them.
At the instant of death of a star the iron was
created. All the elements we see in the Periodic
Table were formed inside the core of a massive
star. The most abundant material of this universe
is the simple hydrogen which comprises of 3/
4th of the universe. Hydrogen is the basic
building material of a star and serves as fuel.
When it undergoes fusion reaction it produces
other materials of the Periodic Table. This
process is called Nucleosynthesis.

Prstadin Tabhle ol the Planenis

Periodic Table

A star is basically a gas cloud with a
temperature of millions of degrees, it tries to
collapse under its own enormous gravity. When
this happens, the gas gets heated and enough
amount of heat generated triggers fusion
reactions inside the star. This reaction in turn
creates enormous energy which pushes the star
outwards helping it to maintain its shape and
size.

Fusion

Nuclear Fusion Reaction uses simple
hydrogen as fuel. This fuel gives life to the
star for billions of years (for example our sun
is shining for 5.5 billion years and it will shine
for another 5.5 billion year). But eventually when
all the fuel is used up fusion reaction seizes to
exist and the star can no longer hinder its
collapse due to its own gravity.

For a massive star, just 5-10 times more
massive than our sun, the gravity crushes things
more tightly and this huge inward pressure
causes lighter elements like hydrogen and helium
to fuse into carbon, nitrogen, iron (the most
stable element) and other heavier elements like
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gold, silver, lead, uranium etc. carbon,
hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen are the basic
constituents of life.

Oxygen makes our breathing possible.
Along with hydrogen it makes water where life
flourished for the first time in our solar system.
Iron, the most stable element of mother Nature,
present in our blood, playing a major role to
supply oxygen to all the cells, was once formed
inside the core of a giant star. Every single
mineral which are responsible for the proper
functioning of any living cell came from an
exploding star.

Blood

When a star dies all these elements scatter
and distributed everywhere in the space. So,
when our finger is cut and we see the red liquid
stuff coming out, that reminds of death of a
massive star. Death of a star is not a silent
phenomenon; it occurs with a bang! The large
and luminous explosion in which a star dies is
called Supernova. Everything we see around us,
every single material we can think of came
from a massive star that blew up in the past.

Sun

Even the atoms of our own sun are the
recycled debri of stars, which were the third
or fourth generation leftover stuff of a dying
star. Our sun is not our parent. Our own parent
died on a supernova explosion and

Supernovae

And we are just foster children of our sun.

We are living in the age of stars but one
day they all will be gone. Third fourth of this
Universe is made of hydrogen and this hydrogen
is the fuel of stars illuminating the night sky.
One day all hydrogen will be burnt out by the
star and there will be no new star also.

Black Universe

First the Massive stars will be blinked out
then the mid-sized star like our own sun will
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die, only the smallest will survive and when
the last star die the universe will be dark ONCE
AGAIN. The age of stars will be over.

So, this is the best time to be alive when life
can flourish and new star can born. We are on
the Golden Age of the universe where stars are

Reference:
. https://www.amazon.

designing the shape of the universe, creating
the building blocks, giving birth to new stars
and illuminating the darkness. So, appreciate the
things they are right now because they will not
be the same that way and they won't always
be.

com/gp/pro-duct/ 1926973356/

ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=sl1&tag=thkishseth-20&linklId=P4GDIBBXO3KZVODA

2. https://thekidshouldseethis.com/post/15781508979

Picture Credit: Google photos
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A Few Words from Us :

In the year 2003, the teachers' council of Basirhat
College came to the conclusion that the institution
should publish its very own scholarly journal and
gave it the name "Charcha." Since its inception
nearly twenty years ago, publishing the journal
has been a successful endeavour. Over the course
of'these many years, the name "Charcha" has been
changed to "Charchaprokash." It now has the
International Standard Serial Number that was
allotted to it. In the year 2021, the Publication
Subcommittee has stepped up to the challenge of
transforming the journal into one that is subject to
peer review. This has not been a simple or
straightforward procedure. However, we have
been able to accomplish our goal thanks to the
unrelenting efforts of the members of the
Publication Subcommittee, the consistent support

Vi N
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of the head of our institution, and the helpful
counsel of the members of the Editorial and
Advisory board. This is the first step toward
accomplishing our long-held aim of recasting
"Charchaprokash" as a journal that is subject to
peer review. It is a defining occasion for us as the
journal has just made a huge advance, and it
coincides with the occasion of the celebration of
the 75th year of the foundation of Basirhat College.

This year is indeed a special year and along with
publishing the peer reviewed version of the journal
we are undertaking multiple initiatives both
academic and creative to mark the special
occasion. Here are some of the glimpses of the
various programmes and events that have been
held during the last few months.
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Basirhat College has celebrated its 75th Foundation day on 15th November, 2021. It was arranged

by the Cultural Committee of the college.
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Celebration of the International Mother Language Day. Cultural Programme inaugurated by the
head of the institution Dr. Ashoke Kumar Mondal. 21.2.2022

Virtual Career Talk

Programme
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Career Counselling Programmes organised by different departments in collaboration with the ca-

reer counselling cell of Basirhat College.
N
Online Public Access Catalog k P I L

The Library of Basirhat College has successfully opened the Library OPAC system. Basirhat
College becomes a part of NPTEL as a local chapter. January, 2022
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Multiple events organised by the NSS unit of Basirhat College.
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